
 

A LEVEL CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 

What does the course involve? 

Classical Civilisation is a study of the ancient societies of the Mediterranean area, especially Greece in 

the 5th Century BC and Rome in the 1st Century BC. This is an important and interesting age for us 

because many of our ideas on Drama, Mythology, History, Architecture, Sculpture, Philosophy and 

Politics originate in those countries at that time. At A Level it is impossible to do any more than scratch 

the surface of Greek and Roman civilisation and therefore we have selected various areas that previous 

students have found interesting and stimulating. 

A Level 

There are three units which will be studied over the two year course: 

•  The World of the Hero. Students will study Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid. Students will 

be encouraged to make their own personal responses to the characters, whilst studying the 

conventions and dramas of the Greek society of Odysseus and comparing them to the Roman 

culture of Aeneas.  

•  Culture and the Arts: Greek Theatre. Students will learn about the origins of the theatre and its 

importance to the ancient Greeks. They will read two tragic plays and one comedy by three of 

the most important playwrights from this era. 

•  Beliefs and Ideas: Greek Religion. Religion was an essential part to the ancient Greek identity, 

which filled all aspects of daily life and which covered all levels of society. Study focuses on 

exploring the Greek gods, their origins and influence as well as the religious rituals themselves.  

To complement the classroom lessons, there are visits to the British Museum, to theatres and to Sixth 

Form study days. Most significantly, students have the opportunity to travel to Greece in order to see 

for themselves the sites and works of art they have been studying. 

All literature will be read in English translations not the original Greek or Latin. 

What are the entry qualifications? 

• Some interest in the Ancient World, whether from earlier lessons, wider reading or even 

holidays is obviously helpful, but more important is enthusiasm and determination to do well. 

• No previous knowledge is required, but grade 4 in English language would be preferable. 

• We welcome students from other schools who would start this course on an equal footing with 

St John's students.  

• There are clear links with other A Level subjects, especially English Literature, History, Drama, 

Art and Philosophy & Ethics 

What exams and coursework are involved? 

• The three units will be examined at the end of the second year of study. 

• The World of the Hero – 40% of total A Level 

• Culture and the Arts – 30% of total A Level 

• Beliefs and Ideas – 30% of total A Level. 

•  There is no coursework.



 

What could I do after completing the course? 

Many students go on to University to continue their study of Classical Civilisation, or related areas such as 

Ancient History, Archaeology or Philosophy. Some take up the Latin or Greek language also. Graduates in 

Classical subjects have the lowest unemployment rate amongst all graduates. For others, Classical 

Civilisation is considered by admissions tutors and personnel officers as a very reputable academic subject. 
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